Genetic analysis in vibrio.
Bacteria of the genus Vibrio are remarkably diverse, and until recently the methodology for genetic analysis consisted of a patchwork of different approaches, many of which were narrowly applicable to a single species. The invention of the recombinant DNA technology and the subsequent innovations in transposon mutagenesis and in transductive and conjugative gene transfer techniques have led to the development of very powerful and general strategies for genetic analysis of species of Vibrio. The striking synergy of combining recombinant DNA, transposon, and gene transfer methods is particularly evident in the construction of transposons which generate gene fusions and of broad host range plasmids which deliver transposons and mutated genes and which mobilize chromosomes. With such tools it should be possible to perform advanced genetic analysis on the many undomesticated species of Vibrio still to be explored.